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VOLUNTEERS HONOUREDVOLUNTEERS HONOURED  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NOTEEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NOTE  

“Rollercoaster's” is a six week after school support  group 
for primary aged children who  are struggling  to cope with  
the changes and conflict in their families  due to their par-
ents’ separation. 
 
If you are aware of a family where primary school aged 
children are witness to a  conflicted parental separation 
and are struggling to make sense of it all, this group may 
offer that extra emotional support to the young child. 
 
Term 3 Rollercoasters group will be run from our Black-
town office starting early August for 6 weeks from 4.00 to 
5.00pm. 
For more information please contact: 
Karolyn Ellis, phone: 99330222 or karolyn.ellis@ccss.org.au  

Eight members of Aboriginal Catholic Social Services (ACSS) 
have been presented with the Certificate 1 in Volunteering 
in a ceremony in the Jubilee Room at Parliament House in 
Sydney. Janice Brown, Daisy Barker, Jenny Ebsworth, Mar-
garet Farrell, Janice Kennedy, Sharon Mumbler, Rhonda 
Randall and Neroli Stratti recently completed the volun-
teering course over a 12-month period. 
 
Awarded for the first time, the Certificate in Volunteering 
formally recognises the efforts of the countless numbers of 
volunteers in our community, many of whom have 
amassed considerable skills and experience, yet have no 
official documentation of their achievements. 
 
A part of Centacare Catholic Social Services (CCSS), the 
ACSS team members received their certificates from the 
Minister for Volunteering, Peter Primrose MLC on May 14. 

Members of Aboriginal Catholic Social Services being presented with their Certifi-
cate in Volunteering. Photo: Virginia Knight 

“ROLLERCOASTERS” “ROLLERCOASTERS”   

FOR CHILDRENFOR CHILDREN  

Welcome to the first newsletter of  
Centacare Catholic Social Services di-
rected at our major stakeholders.  This 
newsletter introduces you to some of 
the programmes CCSS delivers within the 
Diocese on behalf of the Church. Over 

coming months we will showcase other programmes and 
services so that you become aware of the range of activi-
ties and work we undertake and are involved in. 
 
Centacare Catholic Social Services (CCSS) is keen to work 
closely with all our stakeholders and especially our par-
ishes  and their Priests.  For more information on one ap-
proach we are adopting to link with parishes  see the arti-
cle over the page on the CCSS Ambassador Programme. 

CCSS sees its role (in part) to support the work of the par-
ishes in demonstrating in very practical ways the love of 
Christ through works of charity and service. We are very 
interested, therefore, in discussing with parishes through 
their Priests, Parish Council or other authorised represen-
tative how we can  support the parish.  Contact should be 
made with me via phone (9933 0222) or email 
(otto.henfling@ccss.org.au).  
 
Lastly the senior staff of CCSS are available to talk to Parish 
Councils about any relevant issue and to arrange speakers 
during the DWF Appeals. 
 
Otto Henfling 
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CCSS AMBASSADOR PROGCCSS AMBASSADOR PROGRAMMERAMME  
We have started contacting Parish Priests to introduce our 
CCSS Ambassadors Programme. This programme seeks to 
develop a network of local parish contacts who will act as the 
local point of contact for CCSS. The Ambassadors will be the 
people we communicate with about any activity we under-
take that is relevant to the parish either because of identified 
need or by way of geography. It is also hoped that the Ambas-
sadors will advise CCSS of any local needs or trends to assist 
us in better targeting or services and to support applications 
of government assistance. 
 
We hope that by establishing a network of Ambassadors to 
become a more relevant agency to all parishes in the Diocese 
and to better support the work of parishes in their commu-
nity.  
 
For further information please contact our Business manager 
(Tony Hoban) at our Parramatta office (9933 0222) or 
tony.hoban@ccss.org.au.  

CATHERINE VILLA SAFE HAVEN FOR YOUNG MUMCATHERINE VILLA SAFE HAVEN FOR YOUNG MUMSS  

Catherine Villa in Quakers Hill provides 24/7 support to 
some of the most vulnerable young mothers in our com-
munity, helping them to gain the confidence and the com-
petence necessary to not only care for their child, but, as 
this assurance grows, to enjoy being such an essential part 
of their child’s development.  
 
Catherine Villa was established in 1992 as an initiative of 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd who identified a need for 
assistance for the increasing numbers of young pregnant 
women in the area. The centre was built using Crisis Ac-
commodation Funds from the Department of Housing on 
land owned by the Catholic Church in Quakers Hill. 
 
For many years, Catherine Villa operated as part of the 
Solo Parent Ministry of the Diocese of Parramatta, but with 
the amalgamation of social welfare agencies within the 
Diocese, Catherine Villa's Supported Accommodation Ser-
vice is now a part of Centacare Catholic Social Services 
(CCSS) Family. 
 
Catherine Villa's Supported Accommodation Service pro-
vides medium-to-long-term (three-to-12 months)  
 
 
 

accommodation for young women under 25 years of age 
who are pregnant or parenting. 

On the support team at Catherine Villa are (from left): Louise Masters – 
Co-ordinator, Catherine Villa; Cathy Tracey – Senior Manager for Family 
and Community Support portfolio; Frances Pegrem – Family Support 
Worker; and Lyndall Appiah Brenyah – Case Worker. Photo: Virginia 
Knight 

CCSS COUNCILCCSS COUNCIL  
Bishop Anthony recently appointed Fr Bob McGuckin to chair 
the Centacare Catholic Social Services Council.  Fr Bob has 
also been given the expanded role of EV for Health and Wel-
fare. 
 
Bishop Anthony also appointed Fr Kevin Lee (Padre Pio Parish 
Glenmore Park) to the Council. Kevin has been given respon-
sibility to advocate for the interests of those parishes where 
CCSS does not have a direct presence. 

CELEBRATE LOVECELEBRATE LOVE  
Sacred Heart Parish is having a  “Celebrate Love” Weekend for 

all married couples. 
 

WHERE: Winbourne, Mulgoa 
WHEN: Saturday 30th October, 2010 (9 am – 9pm) 

Sunday 31st October, 2010 (9am—5pm) 
           

CELEBRATE LOVE is a marriage enrichment weekend devel-
oped by the Pastoral and Matrimonial Renewal Centre 
(PMRC).  
 
It is a two-day seminar consisting of workshops and reflective 
exercises. They are designed to lead married couples into 
deeper intimacy and to a greater appreciation of their unique-
ness by increasing their understanding of sexuality and its 
significance in marriage. The programme helps couples to 
identify their individual intimacy needs, freeing them to trust 
more fully and so rekindle the passion and joy of being „in 
love‟.  
 
The weekend is designed to be an experience of self-
discovery, and, while a team of married couples will present 
the material, most of the insights will be the result of the ex-
ercises you do together, rather than the content of the pres-
entations themselves. You explore the exercises in complete 
privacy.  
 
There is no group discussion, sharing or counselling.  
All Christian traditions and religious faiths are welcome.  
 
For more information visit the events page at the CCSS Web-
page: www.ccss.org.au or contact the Parramatta Office on 02 
9933 0222. 


